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Ambition: Make it easier to measure 
SDG progress locally and regionally







It is a jungle of possible indicators – which to choose?

https://www.globalcitiesinstitute.org/blog/gci-and-wccd-to-launch-new-iso-standards-for-smart-resilient-cities-alongside-iso-37120-revision


Taxonomy = toolbox

• to help contextualize data

– choosing fit-for-purpose data

• to help make informed data choices

– keeping data honest

– aiding good governance

• to find data/indicator gaps

– giving direction to new research



Stage 1: Classificaton of SDG-
related indicator sets



Initial classification of 6 indicator sets – no «surprises»

Suggested National Indicators for Norway



Neither surprising  - mostly top quality, national level indicators 



BUT – some findings DO stand out as interesting

More than 
we thought

Less than 
we hoped



BUT – some findings DO stand out as interesting

• Indicators in some 

development sectors are 

«underrepresented»

• Development sectors will be 

similar, but have differences 

between countries



Stage 2: Collect and classify 
excisting indicators used in the 
municipal sector



Gathering indicators that are in use – 537 of 1297 are unique
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Sustainability Network continued the work – narrowed it down 
to a set of 42 indicators

Menon Economics has 
classified approx. 1000 
indicators relevant for 

municipalities and regions

The working group started 
from the targets:

•The Government’s prioritized
targets

•Relevant for municipalities and 
regions

Identified in Menon’s list, 
previously classified 

indicators or other known 
indicators that adress 

relevant targets

Prioritized indicators easily 
accessible, measured at the 

local level, and updated 
annually

Assessments along the way 
are documented in the 

report

A beta version has been 
developed – 42 indicators
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Let’s get more local…



Asker municipality – strategical choice of governance indicators

Questions? Contact

• Eline.Tonnesson.Tveter@asker.kommune.no 

• Ingvild.Hjortdahl.Becke@asker.kommune.no 

298 
candidates 
for  indicators

88 elected     

          indicators

180 discarded     

          indicators

8      Indicators 

no longer in use

22 potential     

          indicators

mailto:Eline.Tonnesson.Tveter@asker.kommune.no
mailto:Eline.Tonnesson.Tveter@asker.kommune.no
mailto:Ingvild.Hjortdahl.Becke@asker.kommune.no
mailto:Ingvild.Hjortdahl.Becke@asker.kommune.no


Asker municipality - Some similar 
findings

Mostly class 1

More than 
we thought

Mostly 
official 
statistics



Asker municipality - Qualified choices

Actively looking for 
effect indicators – 
more than 50% !

Focus on update 
frequency for different 
kinds of reporting 
according to planning 
system

Finding gaps – need to 
look for more/better 
indicators on the area of 
the elderly



Spin-offs and cooperation



https://www.rogalanditall.no/barekraft/ 

https://www.rogalanditall.no/barekraft/


«XML-ifying» the taxonomy (making it machine-readable)

https://github.com/Arkitektum/b-rekraftsindikatorer/tree/main/vocabulary/esg-indicator 

https://github.com/Arkitektum/b-rekraftsindikatorer/tree/main/vocabulary/esg-indicator
https://github.com/Arkitektum/b-rekraftsindikatorer/tree/main/vocabulary/esg-indicator
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Using AI to gain insights across indicator sets that are classified acording to 
the taxonomy



Cooperation with EU JRC

• Written a chapter about the taxonomy 

in the 2022-edition of the «European 

Handbook for SDG Voluntary Local 

Reviews» by the EU JRC.





Beyond GDP – 
what if these also 
were churned 
through the 
taxonomy?



Thank you for your attention!

Anne.romsaas@ks.no 

mailto:Anne.romsaas@ks.no
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