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A taxonomy for SDG indicators

Commissioned by the Norwegian Association of
Local and Regional Authorities (KS)

Developed by methodologists in Statistics Norway

and published in 2021 https://www.ssb.no/en/natur-og-
miljo/artikler-og-publikasioner/a-taxonomy-for-indicators-related-to-
the-sustainable-development-goals

Building on work by Huovilaa, Bosch and Airaksinen
from 2019 who suggested a classification model for
Smart sustainable cities.

National and international attention (UNSC side-
event in 2024 (https://unece.org/info/Statistics/events/388085)

Sorting of several indicator sets tested, incl. the
global SDG indicator framework
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The conceptual model

PERSPECTIVE

Why or in what connection one
wants to use the indicator?
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INDICATOR

The 3 Dimensions

Strategic prioritiziation (dynamic)

Local choices can be
made adapted to the
strategic development
needs locally/regionally (or
nationally)

Development sector (14-fold structure)
Evaluation of measures (5-fold structure: input, process, output, outcome, impact)

Distribution (3-fold structure: Time, geographic level, socio-economic group)

SDGs (17 goals + 169 targets)

Triple bottom line (People, Planet, Profit)

Class 1 (5-fold structure)
Class 2 (3-fold structure)

Class 3 (3-fold structure)

Categories and sorting will
more often differ between
countries

Sorting will be generic
and the same in most
countries

Sorting is purely
statistical and will apply

globally

"Someorie" does this globally or nationally
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The taxonomy was developed with the purpose of sorting, evaluating
and comparing different SDG indicators and indicator sets.

Strategic priority
Can be formulated dynamically according
to the user needs, eg.:
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Evaluation

The 5-category typology originates from the
well-known input-output model in econometrics.
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If the indicator is unavailable, because one or
several of the following features are missing
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Distribution
Relevant when the same indicator is needed more than once,
either over time, across geographical areas or subpopulations
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The Sustainable
Develogment Goals (SDGs)

Consists of 17 goals and 169 targets

Triple bottom line (TBEL)

Triple bottom line accounting expands the EcoNoME — _— — PROFTT
traditional reporting framework to take into oo — = — = :t:::
account social and environmental performance T EAALE VIARE T

in addition to financial performance.
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Strategic priority
Can be formulated dynamically according
to the user needs, e.g.
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The Sustainable
Development Goals (SD(
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Triple-bottom line

The taxonomy was developed with the purpose of sorting, evaluating
and comparing different SDG indicators and indicator sets.
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The taxonomy was developed with the purpose of sorting, evaiuating
and comparing different SDG indicators and indicator sets.

Strategic priority
Can be formulated dynamically according
to the user needs, e.g.
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A 14-category structure (Digitaliseringsdirektoratet, Norway)
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well-known input-output model in econometrics.
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The taxonomy was developed with the purpose of sorting, evaluating
and comparing different SDG indicators and indicator sets.
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Strategic priority
Can be formulated dynamically according
to the user needs, e.g..
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