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• Commissioned by the Norwegian Association of 
Local and Regional Authorities (KS)

• Developed by methodologists in Statistics Norway 
and published in 2021 https://www.ssb.no/en/natur-og-

miljo/artikler-og-publikasjoner/a-taxonomy-for-indicators-related-to-
the-sustainable-development-goals

• Building on work by Huovilaa, Bosch and Airaksinen 
from 2019 who suggested a classification model for 
Smart sustainable cities.

• National and international attention (UNSC side-
event in 2024 (https://unece.org/info/Statistics/events/388085)

• Sorting of several indicator sets tested, incl. the 
global SDG indicator framework
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The conceptual model
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DATA/DATA 
OWNER

The «home» of the indicator, 
or owner of the data.

INDICATOR
GOAL

Which SDG/dimensions of the triple 
bottom line or other frameworks the 

indicator can be used for.

QUALITY
How well the indicator is designed 
to say something meaningful about 
the goals/targets it is linked with.

PERSPECTIVE
Why or in what connection one 

wants to use the indicator?
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