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Meeting Minutes

Opening Remarks
Mr. André Loranger, chair of the UN Network of Economic Statisticians and Chief Statistician of Canada, welcomed current and prospective members to the Tenth meeting of the Network. He provided an overview of the topics for discussion during the meeting.

Update on 2026 Sprints
Mr. Richard Heys, Deputy Chief Economist – Wellbeing, Innovation, and Productivity Division, Macroeconomics and Environmental Statistics and Analysis Directorate at the Office for National Statistics in the United Kingdom, presented the Network’s 2026 sprint series work plan, detailing past achievements, upcoming sprints, and the iterative, collaborative approach to addressing frontier issues in economic statistics.
Potential topics for 2027 sprints include composite indices, a guide to the guidance supporting SNA 2025, and measuring intangibles. Mr. Heys solicited further suggestions from the group, clarifying that proposing a topic does not obligate the proposer to organize it.
Jamaica raised concerns about the challenges small countries face (limited staff and expertise when transitioning to new methodological standards) in implementing SSN 2025, encouraging Messrs. Heys and Menghinello to discuss the need for targeted sprints and integrated strategies to support diverse national contexts. Richard Heys agreed with the need for a system-wide approach and noted that updates to related manuals and guidance will require sustained attention over several years, with multiple sprints likely needed to address the evolving challenges.
Stefano Menghinello from Italy noted that many statistical institutions face difficulties interacting with external stakeholders, especially when responding to new data requests. He advocated for the network to facilitate sharing best practices in stakeholder engagement and managing user needs.

Updated Operational Guidelines and Membership Renewal
Mr. André Loranger presented updates to the Network’s Terms of Reference, outlining a shift towards clearer operational guidelines, active participation expectations, and a membership drive to renew and diversify the Network. Mr. Loranger specified that the aim is to maintain a group of 30 to 40 active participants to form the core of the Network, with regional and Global South representation. Mr. Loranger informed the prospective members that the final selection would be done in collaboration with UNSD. He also shared that once the Network has selected new members, the Bureau of the Network will also need to be supplemented with a few representatives, members of the Network.
A few prospective members expressed interest in learning more about the Network and the sprints. Everyone is encouraged to explore the UN-NES website, where information and recordings from past meeting and sprints are available.

Conclusion and Next Steps
Before concluding the meeting, Mr. Loranger asked prospective members to email Mrs. Catherine Michaud (catherine.michaud@statcan.gc.ca) to confirm their interest in becoming a member of the Network. He also encouraged all members to provide red line comments on the Operational Guidelines before formal approval is sought at the Statistical Commission in 2027. Finally, Mr. Loranger indicated that with the expansion of the Network and the Bureau would eventually come the nomination of new co-chairs for the Network and the Bureau, to address current vacancies and ensure leadership renewal.
